
 

2014 IWLA Participants 

1. Nancy Arazan is an Environmental Protection Specialist with the US Environmental 
Protection Agency. She works on the national nonpoint source program for states and tribes, 
and supports EPA's Healthy Watersheds Initiative.  After serving on an Adopt-A-Watershed 
team during Americorps, Nancy was drawn to a career in water quality protection and 
restoration.  She has sampled streams in Illinois, Indiana, Tennessee, Arkansas, Maryland, DC, 
and Virginia. Nancy looks forward to learning the nitty gritty of watershed based plan 
development and implementation to better inform her work in the nonpoint source program. 

 
2. Jacob Bannister is a Site Manager for the Davey Resource Group, a division of The Davey 

Tree Expert Company.  His responsibilities include managing invasive species control 
programs, monitoring and maintenance of mitigation wetlands, completing wetland 
delineations,, aiding with water quality assessments and project design for LARE funded 
watershed engineering and feasibility studies, along with other consulting work.  Jacob is also 
an International Society of Arboriculture certified arborist working in urban forestry.  Mr. 
Bannister's experience working with wetlands, streams, and lakes, as well as in urban settings 
has motivated him to learn more about watershed management and the different aspects of 
managing urban versus rural watersheds. 

 
3. Nicole Barker joined Save the Dunes as Executive Director in 2010. She is a former Program 

Director for the City of Chicago Department of Environment. She has a B.A. in Journalism 
with a Certificate in Environmental Studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and a 
M.A. in Geography and Environmental Studies from Northeastern Illinois University in 
Chicago. She is currently a governance board member of the Healing Our Waters Coalition, an 
advisory board member for the Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant, and an advisory board member of 
the Indiana Lake Michigan Coastal Program. She served as a founding board member of the 
Northwest Indiana Paddling Association.  She was the first individual from an urban area to 
receive the U.S. Department of Interior's Cooperative Conservation Award in 2007.  

 
4. Matt Bell is the Water Resource Specialist for the City of Jeffersonville. One of his main 

responsibilities is to build their new Storm Water Master Plan which will include several stream 
studies and possible restoration projects along with normal drainage projects throughout the 
city and dealing with the public to keep them informed. Prior to this position, he was 
employed with the Clark County Soil and Water Conservation District as the Urban Specialist 
where he routinely inspected all of the construction sites throughout Clark County. His 
motivation is teaching his son about the environment and outdoors.  

 
5. Neal Bennett is an Environmental Scientist with Butler, Fairman, and Seufert, Inc.  His 

responsibilities include conducting various ecological studies such as wetland delineation, 
stream assessment, wildlife studies, botanical surveys, tree impact analysis, and NEPA 
documentation.  He is also responsible for the design of stream, wetland, and tree mitigation 
strategies for the compensation of impacts from the construction of transportation projects.  
Prior to this job, he was a Restoration Ecologist for the National Park Service, specializing in 
invasive species research in parks throughout California.  Neal is extremely passionate about 
the environment and has devoted his professional and personal life to creating a sustainable 



 

world. 

6. Sara Campfield is the Watershed Coordinator at the Owen County Soil and Water 
Conservation District.  She is employed through a Clean Water Indiana Grant for the 
McCormick's Creek Watershed.  McCormick's Creek State Park, which is located within this 
watershed, has thousands of visitors each year, including many children that play in the creek.  
Sara has two children of her own that play in these waters.  Her background as a high school 
science teacher in the area as well as her own children, fuel her concern for water quality in 
this area and beyond. 

 
7. Dorreen Carey is the Special Projects Coordinator for the Indiana Dept. of Natural Resource 

Lake Michigan Coastal Program. Her responsibilities include implementation of the Coastal 
Zone 6217 Nonpoint Pollution Control Program which incorporates measures to control 
runoff pollution from agricultural areas, marinas, septic systems, hydromodification, urban and 
natural areas, and associated monitoring and oversight.  She also provides technical assistance 
on nonpoint source issues to the LaMP and stakeholders in the Lake Michigan Coastal Zone.  
Prior to her current position, she served for 12 years as the Environmental Affairs and MS4 
Coordinator for the City of Gary.  Her motivation for participation in the Watershed 
Leadership Academy is her long-term commitment to working with others for the protection 
of community health and the environment in NW Indiana. 

 
8. Tom Conway is a Regional Program Manager for the BlueGreen Alliance (BGA). BGA is a 

national partnership between labor unions and environmental organizations working to 
advance the number and quality of jobs in a sustainable economy. As Regional Program 
Manager, Tom is responsible for providing educational opportunities to hourly union 
employees and for coordinating advocacy efforts around a variety of issues, including clean 
energy, air and water quality, manufacturing, and environmental regulation. Tom is proud to 
be a volunteer board member with Save the Dunes in Northwest Indiana. Tom is a native of 
Porter County and has spent many hours in Lake Michigan and on the Kankakee River.  

 
9. JR Daves is the Project Manager for the current PHJC LARE Construction Project for Lake 

Galbraith in Marshall County working in conjunction with the Flat Lake Watershed Group.  In 
his role as Vice President of Support Services, JR will be leading future projects for the PHJC 
as they pertain to this plan.   

 
10. Maryann Dugan is a senior at the Indiana University's School of Public and Environmental 

Affairs, majoring in environmental management.  She enjoys hands-on fieldwork as well as 
limnology, biological indicators, and managing for wildlife.  / Maryann has internship 
experience with Monroe Reservoir's DNR in central Indiana.  She studied the management of 
the reservoir and adjacent land as well as its history and development.  She worked primarily at 
Stillwater Marsh/Northfork Service Area, planting trees and food plots for migratory 
waterfowl, eradicating invasive plant species, and providing park maintenance.   / Maryann 
loves backpacking, camping, fishing, and other recreational activities on streams, rivers, and 
lakes; her motivation to participate lies in her desire to secure her skills in protecting 
freshwater resources for future generations to enjoy as she has. 



 

 
11. Bill Etzler is a registered professional engineer in Indiana. He has worked for local 

government; construction; utility and engineering organizations for more than forty years. He 
has always been interested in environmental protection and has served on the Water Shortage 
Task Force and is a member of the IDEM Environmental Rules Board. He has been involved 
in lake and river enhancement activities, as well as preservation, restoration and enhancement 
of wetlands.  / This program will improve my knowledge about this vital issue for our 
communities and state.  

 
12. Kendall Floyd is one of the founding members of LAPSI, Lake Papakeechie’s Sustainability 

Initiative.  He currently fills the role of Secretary for this new group while also developing their 
Association’s web site into a modern convenient source for communication, citizen education, 
and the distribution of information.  A strong Information Technology professional, he seeks 
to add community value through his unique perspective of inhabiting both a small watershed 
near the Continental Divide as well as downstream near the Maumee Bay of Lake Erie.   

 
13. Margaret Goldsmith is a curriculum coach at Jefferson Traditional Intermediate Center in 

South Bend, Indiana.  For seven years prior to working in curriculum, Margaret taught 7th 
grade science which included environmental science.  During the summer of 2013 she 
participated in the Every Day Earth Day project through Indiana University, South Bend.  As 
a participant of the program she worked with teachers to plan environmental projects to use in 
conjunction with the science curriculum in South Bend schools. 

 
14. Scot Haley is a Resource Soil Scientist for USDA-Natural Resources Soil Conservation 

Service.  He works out of the NRCS NE area office in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  He is responsible 
for 22 counties in NE Indiana.  His job duties include: Training of the field staff on soil related 
topics such as soil health, completing soil investigation for conservation practices, wetland 
delineations, from time to time acting supervisor for 52 employees, and leading a variety of 
meeting.  Scot has mapped soils in several counties in Indiana and NW Wisconsin.  Scot is 
married to his college sweetheart and has 2 daughters.  Scot’s wife is a 
Naturalist/Environmental Educator for Allen County Parks.  

 
15. Jim Hardee is an interested citizen who has a long-term interest in aquatic activities and in 

improving the water quality for himself, his family and his neighbors. Enjoying a position of 
communicating with a wide array of people across multiple publics, he looks forward to being 
able to serve as a voice for water quality issues for current and future generations. 

 
16. Terri Hebert is an assistant professor of science methods within Indiana University South 

Bend's School of Education. She also serves as the Principal Investigator of the ED2: Earth 
Day Every Day grant obtained through the Indiana Department of Education. Some of her 
responsibilities include teaching and leading pre-service and in-service teachers in a deeper 
understanding of science education and inquiry-based instructional strategies. In addition, Dr. 
Hebert currently is interested in understanding the deep connections between beliefs and 
attitudes and how one's connection with nature can assist in transforming today's science 
content.  

 
 
 



 

17. Heath Hurst is the Fertilize/Herbicide Technician at LML Estate Management, a local 
landscape company.  He has been crucial in eliminating phosphates in turf fertilizers and 
reducing the quantity of product that is applied, therefore directly reducing the amount of 
chemicals entering local watersheds.  Leading by example is his approach to changing the 
attitude of his peers. His motivation is his dedication to conservation, the environment, and a 
concern about the influx in algae blooms in the region.  Heath regularly enjoys the outdoors 
with his two children by canoeing and fishing, and appreciates the importance of clean, healthy 
waterways. 

 
18. Cyndi Kingma is a Title 1 Literacy Coach at Brown Intermediate Center in South Bend. Her 

responsibilities include monitoring student progress and teacher professional development. 
Cyndi comes to the Academy as a part of the South Bend Community Schools/IUSB Every 
Day Earth Day Partnership. She is a Purdue Master Gardener, holds a Permaculture Design 
Certificate and is a backyard beekeeper.  Cyndi’s passion is bringing her love of the natural 
environment to the young people in her community.  She believes that by connecting young 
people to the natural world, she can make a difference in their futures.  

 
19. Tim Kingsland is the City of Hobart Storm Water/MS4 Coordinator. He is responsible for the 

administration of MS4 enforcement and compliance and assist the City Engineer in the 
management of the City storm water system. His primary responsibilities is to develop public 
education and outreach program regarding storm water quality, assist in the management of 
storm water,  

 
20. Jill Krause is a Watershed Project Manager at the Allen County Soil and Water Conservation 

District.  She is responsible for providing technical assistance in the implementation of 
agricultural and urban soil and water conservation practices and increasing public awareness of 
local, state and federal programs. 
 

21. Tim Kroeker presently has over 15 years of experience in a variety of watershed, water-quality, 
and aquatic resource related projects. His area of expertise includes watershed management 
planning, meeting facilitation, lake and river water-quality sampling, water quality analysis and 
applied ecology. He is presently acting as the Watershed Coordinator for the Upper Salamonie 
River in Jay and Blackford counties. He has been fortunate to work with many watershed 
groups, state, federal, and local governmental agencies, professional organizations, and the 
general public in previous position with IDEM, IDNR, and as a private consultant.  He is 
pleased to be a part of the Indiana Watershed Leadership Academy, and looks forward to 
gaining new insight into watershed management through the academy and by interacting with 
Indiana's best watershed management professionals 

 
22. Claire Lane is the Backyard Conservation Coordinator at the Hamilton County Soil and Water 

Conservation District.  Her responsibilities include providing technical assistance on urban 
conservation practices and community outreach and education. Claire received her master of 
science in environmental science from the Indiana University School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs and has worked with the National Park Service and environmental 
non-profits on monitoring and education efforts.  Claire plans to use knowledge gained 
through the IWLA to help property owners make meaningful connections to their watersheds 
and educated decisions relating to their management. 



 

 
23. Cindy Martin is a landscape architect with a strong interest in landscape conservation. Her 

professional values focus on sustainable landscapes at the intersection of culture and nature. 
She has 2 years of experience as a volunteer with a non-profit organization, working with the 
Solarize Washington pilot program to bring affordable solar to residents, and the Sustainable 
Assessment Project, a community mapping pilot program. Having lived in Seattle for the past 
15 years, she recently relocated back to Indiana with her husband to be closer to family. 

 
24. Zachary A. Martin is currently employed by the Steuben County Soil and Water Conservation 

District as their Resource Conservationist.  He earned an undergraduate degree from Central 
Michigan University focused in fresh water ecology and a Master's Degree from Kentucky 
State University in Aquaculture and Aquatic Science.  He was formerly employed by the Indian 
DNR Division of Fish and Wildlife before returning to school.  He has been involved with 
teaching at afterschool programs intended for junior high school students who require 
remedial assistance in math and science.  He hopes to gain valuable knowledge and skills while 
enrolled with the academy that will benefit the local land owner and stakeholder partners relied 
upon for resource conservation.   

 
25. Michael Morgan is a senior project manager at Westfield Public Works for the City of 

Westfield. His responsibilities include performing onsite erosion control/ storm water 
evaluations for as many as 15 active sites in the City of Westfield.to assure that developers and 
contractors are meeting their required erosion and storm water obligations. He is a very active 
outdoorsman that enjoys hunting and fishing. 

 
26. Wes Rood is the Stormwater Specialist for the City of Westfield, and coordinates and manages 

the MS4 Program. His responsibilities also include onsite erosion and sediment control 
inspections. He also attends the Hamilton County MS4 education and post construction 
committee, is involved with INAFSM inspectors group and is a member and is a education 
and committee member for the UWRWA. Prior to this job he interned with Hamilton County 
SWCD and created and started the Backyard Conservation Program. He is a very avid 
outdoorsman and a great steward of the land. 

 
27. Anthony Serianni is professor of chemistry and biochemistry at the University of Notre Dame.  

He is trained in the field of structural glycobiology, which involves molecular studies of 
carbohydrates attached to human cells and the functional roles they play in human health and 
disease. He has published extensively in this field with graduate students, postdoctorals, and 
other collaborators in the US and around the world.  He cofounded the Sustainability Minor at 
Notre Dame, and currently teaches the gateway course to this Minor with faculty in other 
colleges, centers and institutes at Notre Dame. 

 
28. Tracy Slattery is the South Bend Community School Corporation's Curriculum Facilitator for 

Science, Social Studies, Health and Physical Education. SBCSC is partnering with Indiana 
University South Bend to engage intermediate level teachers in the study of, among other 
topics, local watersheds, wetlands and the St. Joseph River. This work if funded by a Math 
Science Partnership grant. This is Tracy's 27th year in education. Before accepting the role of 
Curriculum Facilitator, she had been an elementary teacher, curriculum writer and literacy 
coach. Happily both of her children are pursuing careers in science at Indiana University 
Bloomington and The Ohio State University. 



 

29. Valerie Stipe wants to gain new experiences in environmental planning and conservation for 
possible future employment opportunities.  She has always had a desire to protect ecosystems, 
preserve resources, and contribute to sustainable infrastructures. Valerie has geography 
degrees from Michigan State (B.S.) and U. of Waterloo, Ontario (M.A.) and has recently 
earned a certification in GIS from IUPUI. 

 
30. Talia Tittelfitz is a Watershed Specialist with the Wabash River Enhancement Corporation in 

Lafayette, Indiana. She is currently leading the completion of the Deer Creek-Sugar Creek 
Watershed Management Plan and is assisting that watershed community in the establishment 
of a cost-share and education and outreach program to best implement the plan. She is new to 
Indiana and watershed management. Her previous experience, in Seattle, Washington, includes 
seven years of community outreach and long-range planning. 

 
31. Chelsea Tooley is the Indian Creek Watershed Educator with Historic Hoosier Hills.  Her 

responsibilities include promoting and educating citizens on Best Management Practices in her 
community, hosting educational events, and conducting water quality monitoring.  She also is a 
Naturalist for Versailles State Park developing, promoting, and leading interpretive programs.  
She hopes to continue to expand her knowledge about our watersheds, to continue a career in 
environmental education and outreach.  

 
32. Jessica Trensey is an Environmental Manager at the Indiana Department of Environmental 

Management, Watershed Assessment and Planning Branch. Her responsibilities include 
assisting with the Hoosier Riverwatch Program, using GIS to map Best Management Practices, 
and analyzing water for the Cyanobacteria Monitoring Program. Prior to full-time 
employment, she pursued a Master’s in Natural Resource Management at Ball State University 
while working as a Graduate/Research Assistant, and completed internships with local and 
state government. She will apply her Watershed Leadership Academy experience toward the 
improvement of her current performance and future career as an environmental professional 
personally invested in promoting environmental quality. 

 
33. Diane Tulloh recently moved and is now living on a small, private lake. She has joined a small 

group of volunteers interested in maintaining/improving the quality of the water in their lake. 
They just started testing the water for dissolved oxygen, E. coli and turbidity. In addition, 
Diane would like to learn more about the overall watershed in her area. Her goal is to learn as 
much as possible about the health of the water in her lake and the watershed in general as well 
as ways to improve both. She would then like to share this information with others around the 
lake.  

 
34. Randy Van Matre works for the USDA-NRCS, serving as the District Conservationist for 

Daviess/Martin Counties. His responsibilities include, but are not limited to, administering 
Farm Bill programs, National Food Security Act compliance, and working with closely with 
conservation partners, i.e., Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Indiana Department of 
Agriculture, Farm Service Agency, Indiana Division of Forestry, Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources, local governments, etc. to promote conservation on the land. He is a firm 
believer that conservation is best managed at the watershed scale and looks forward to 
participating in this learning opportunity. 

 
 



 

35. Kent Ward has been serving as the Hamilton County Surveyor since 1977.  Kent is responsible 
for supervising construction, reconstruction and maintenance of drains and ditches; 
developing drainage studies and specifications; issuing drainage related permits; and calculating 
drainage assessments among other duties. 

 
36. Andrew Wells is the Watershed Specialist at Camp Atterbury, Indiana for the Indiana Army 

National Guard.  His position involves maintaining compliance with applicable federal, state, 
and local laws and regulations involving watersheds. 

 
37. Jennifer Whiteside is a Watershed Coordinator for the Flatrock-Haw Creek Watershed.  She 

works closely with the Bartholomew County Soil and Water Conservation District and the 
NRCS.  Her responsibilities include coordinating water monitoring, community education, and 
helping producers and landowners implement Best Management Practices.  Jennifer also helps 
run a produce market with her Dad and Sister.  She is married to a farmer who no-tills and 
plants cover crops. Her husband is the person who sparked her interest in conservation.  
Along with her husband she stays busy with three girls who are active in 4H and raising 
livestock on their family farm.  

 
38. Heather Wirth is a Watershed Technician/Educator at the Dearborn County Soil and Water 

Conservation District, and currently administers the Hogan Creek Watershed Project.  She has 
administered education and cost-share programs for 2 watershed projects, Tanners Creek and 
Hogan Creek. 

 


